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On June 8, one year after coming to power with army backing, de facto prime minister Marc Bazin
announced his resignation. Although it was not immediately clear who would replace him, all
signs indicated that the collapse of Bazin's coalition government would usher in a further shift to
the right and tighter control over the civilian administration by the military. Bazin's departure is
expected to further weaken fledgling efforts led by the Organization of American States (OAS) and
United Nations for the reinstatement of deposed president Jean Bertrand Aristide. In a statement
broadcast over Radio Metropole, Bazin attributed his resignation to the recent withdrawal from the
governing coalition of three political parties and the fact that he was blocked by the military from
installing four new cabinet appointees. Bazin denounced "threats and pressure" against his family
and colleagues. The previous several weeks had seen a crescendo of reports and indications of a
growing rift between Bazin and his benefactors in the military. These difficulties came to a crux on
June 4 when Bazin attempted to replace four ministers, a move which was opposed by the army. On
June 7, at least two of the ministers confirmed that they had no intentions of stepping down. Also on
the 7th just 24 hours after the OAS had issued a call for stiffer sanctions against Haiti Bazin openly
declared his intention to hold talks with Aristide regarding a timetable for a return to constitutional
rule. In comments to reporters, Bazin's foreign minister, Francois Benoit, said he expected the
army to reinstate former provisional president Joseph Nerette to replace Bazin. Nerette was named
president shortly after the September 1991 military coup d'etat which deposed Aristide. (Sources:
United Press International, Associated Press, Deutsche Press Agentur, 06/08/93)
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